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· ·November Report
1953

FACTS

FINANCIAL
BREAKDOWN
FOR HERALD
OF TRUTH
With Average Monthly
Expenditures-Feb.,
1952-0ct., 1953
FOR PREACHING
THE GOSPEL TO THE PEOPLE Total
Monthly

For Radio Time
For Recordings

$25,945.87
1,002.62

565,918.31
27,390.87
1,122.08
8,596.25

26,948.49
1,304.32
53.43
409.34

37,109.20
14,500.00

1,767.09
690.48

.................................

For Printing
Mailing Supplies
Postage
Preachers'

......$544,863.26
...... 21,055.05

Support
TOTALS

FOR ACTUAL

PREACHING

Salaries
.........$ 14,500.00
Printing and Mailing
37,109.20
Network Time ........ ............... 565,918.31
TOTALS
..... ........ ...... $617,527.51
OFFICE

EXPENSE,

PROMOTION,

ETC.

Travel Expense .......................
.........$
Publicity
. .... ... ...............................

8,619.76
1,181.97

$

410.46
56.28

9,801.73
Insurance
..............................................
609.60
Social Security
........................................
624.47
Rent
......................................... 3,288.21
Office Supplies ....................................... . 2,353.51
Utilities
.
...................................
404.48
Furniture
and Fixtures ................... ...... 8,500.00
Telephone and Telegrams
.................... 5,183.28
Miscellaneous
Expense
..................... 1,040.30
W a ges
................... .............................. 53,329.50

466.74
29.03
29.73
156.58
112.07
19.26
404.76
264.82
49.53
2,539.50

$ 75,333.35

$ 3,587.28

TOTALS
FOR OFFICE
OVERHEAD

Office Expense ........$75,333.35
Travel and
Promotion
9,801.73
Total ........._.............. $85,135.08
TOTALS
OFFICE

FOR PREACHING,
AND OVERHEAD

Preaching the
· Gospel
...:............$617,527.51
Office and
Overhead
..... ..... 85,135.08
Total ....................$702,662.59
PERCENTAGES

FOR PREACHING,

OFFICE

AND OVERHEAD

Preaching
the Gospel ..................................87.89%
Office and Overhead
................................12.11 %
This twenty-one months' total gives you a chance to form an
estimate of the cost of the work. The television work will offer more expense, of course, but the overhead wlll be much
lower proportionately.
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YOU

NEED

TO

KNOW

FACT NO. 1-'rhe
Herald of Truth radio program is ~ \\'Ork
of the Church of Christ at Fifth and Hi~'1land
Abilene, Texas. The elders of this congregation
direct and oversee every phase of this work
from preparation of sermons to mailing of printed copies of these sermons. The Highland. elders
have never delegated any authority to any per·
son, but have as a unit directed this work.
FACT NO . 2-Every
person working in connection with the
work is a faithful member of the Lord's Church.
Since December 15 Brethren E . L. Crawford, W.
C. Smith. and J. F. Reest, elders of the Highland
church, have been charged with disbursing
all
funds used for carrying on the radio-television ·
work. All checks are to be signed and counter- ·
signed by two of these brethren.
FACT NO. 3-The
Herald of Truth radio program is not the
Church or one of the churches. It has nc, organ·
ization of its own and instead of directing work
it is a work of the Highland congregation.
Since
the work of the Church should be distinguished
from the Church, a name was given to the
program,
the Herald of Truth, the same a~
naming a tract, a bulletin or an article . Its ·
purpose is to herald or preach the truth; thus ,
its name .
FACT NO. 4- The Highland Church merely asks sister congations to have fellowship with her in this work,
All checks are to be made payable to Church
of Christ , 5th and Highland, marked for the
radio work.
FACT NO. 5-From
February 1, 1952 through October 31, 1953,
percentage of funds used in conne ction with the
office work amounted to 12.11%, an average of
$4054.05 per month , of whi ch $2,539.50 per
month was wages. See fin anci a l statement
attached.
·
FACT NO. /\- Questions
and criticism
are welcomed,
but
sin ce this is a work of the Highland congregation , to maintain its autonomy or independence,
t he elders mu st make the final decisi<>n$. As
wa s stated in the report sent to the brotherhood for De cemb er , 1952: "Every question, sugge stion a nd criti cism of the construction
and
administration
of this effort is given full • con~
sider ation and valued highly by the elders at
Highland. Changes have been made from time
to time , an<l .no doubt shall continue to be made
in an effort to present the gospel of Christ i~
its purity and simplicity." Feel free to write · lit
any time to the Church of Christ, · Box 1858 · Abilene, Texas .
'
F ACT N O. 7- The .propos ed tele vision work will be ·1 conducted in exactly the same way .
Elders, 'CHURCH
Fifth and Highland,
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'f"HE INSF>IRATION OF THE BIBLE

The Inspiration
of the Bible
By James

November

D. WIiieford

1, 1953

Many times people have asked me, "Is the Bible inspired?
Is it really the word of God?" It would be difficult to find a
subject more discussed
than the question of the Bible's inspiration.
Men have expend ed much time and effort on this
subject . Many of thes e m en have tried to speak for the Bible
instead of letting the Bible speak for itself . It is better to
study the Bible than to defend it. It is its own best defense.
It would be well to begin our study by giving the meaning
of the word "inspire."
The word, as used in the Bible, means
literally, "to blow or breathe into or upon, to fill with a supernatural power or energy" (Webster's
Dictionary) . Thayer, a
Greek lexicographer,
sa ys that ''inspired"
simply means "Godbreathed."
Some say th e Bible wa s inspired just as Shakespeare was inspired
t o wr ite his tra ge dies and comedies.
Shakesp eare had a des ir e which prompted him to exercise his
abilities in creating some wonderful works of art, but the Bible
writers received messages direct from God . What they wrote
was breath e d into them by the Spirit of God.

The Bible offers many pr oofs of its inspiration , and we
The first mention of the word
should le t it speak for itself.
" inspiration " is found in Job 32: 8 where the record reads,
"But there is a spirit in man : and the in spiration of the Almighty giveth them und er standing."
Tllis passage
teaches
something of the communication
of the spirit of man with God,
the Father of spirits.
The statement of Job proves that there
can be such a thing as a tran smitting of the wisdom of God
to man
Th e writers of the Old Testament
declared they were inspir ed of God . L et us notice just a few pa ssages of scripture .
"The Spirit of the Lord s pake by me, and His word was in my
tongue" (2 Sam. 23 : 2) . "Hear , 0 \m avens , and give ear , 0
earth . for the Lord ha s spoken" (Isa. 1 : 2) . "The Word of the
Lord cam e to me" (J er . 1:4) . "The Word of the Lord came
expressly unto Ezekiel" (Ezek. 1: 3). Amos wrote "the words
. . . which he saw concerning Israel" (Amos 1: 1). This number of passag e s could .be multiplied which show that the writ·
ings of t he Bible were the word s of God .
W e find also that the New Testament
affirms the inspiration of t he Old Testament.
Paul said, "All scripture is given
by insp iration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproo f. fo r cor re ction, for instruction
in right eousn es s ; that
Page 4
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the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all
good works" (2 Tim. 3:16, 17). Looking further into the New
Testament
we read "For the prophecy came not in old times
by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost" (2 Pet. 1: 21). Peter said the Holy
Spirit moved the prophets to write what they did. They spoke
t~e prophecies which the Spirit gave, but which they apparently
did not always understand
themselves . In speaking
of out
salvation
Peter said, •·of which salvation
the prophets
have
enquired and searched diligently , who prophesied of the grace
that should come unto you" (1 Pet. 1:10).
The prophets fore ·
told the salv a tion to come through Christ, but they did not
fully understand.
Even they enquired and searched diligently
to learn more of this great salvation . If their writing had
originated within their own hearts they would have understood
the words they uttered.
Their inability at times to understand
the words given by the Spirit is proof that their words came
directly from God.
The claims of inspiration
we have just noticed were all
applicable to the Old Testament.
Is there any indication that
the New Testament
writers were inspired as were the prophets? The answer is, " Yes." As we study the books of the
New Testament , we find that the same feeling of inspiration
certainly
prevails.
The Apostle Paul had this to say about
inspiration,
"Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath
prepared for them that love him. Which things also we speak ,
not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth but which the
Holy Ghost teacheth"
(1 Cor. 2 : 9-13). Luke said the apostles
spoke "as the Spirit gave them utterance"
(Acts 2:4).
Another interesting
question in connection with inspiration
is this, Did the New Testament writers know their works were
scripture?
This question is clearly answered by the authors
themselves . Peter, in speaking of the writings of Paul said,
"And account that the longsuffering
of our Lord is salvation;
ev en as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; as also in all
his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are
some things hard to be understood,
which they that are unle a rned and unstable wrest , as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction"
(2 Pet. 3: 15, 16). The Bible
Writ ers were conscious that they were writing scripture . Peter
classified all of Paul's epistles with other scripture .
Some may object to our proving the inspiration
of the
Bible by the Bible itself!
'l'hey may say, "The Bible cannot
bear witness to itseit.
its inspiration
must be proved by some
external means ." This objection may seem plausible to the
unthinking
person but it is not.
The l:iible proves its inspir a tion because it a lo_ne is unimpeachable . If we are ever
to convince others of the Stamp of God on the Bible it will
be don e by the Bible itself . Let us draw an illustration
to
show just what we mean.
Suppose you own a tarm and one
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day as you are walking over the hillside you notice an outcropping of quartz . Believing that there is a precious metal
on your land you rush down to the assayer and exclaim, "Say,
I believe there is gold on my farm."
To which the assayer
simply requests that if you will bring a specimen of the rock
he will analyze it and tell you if your assumption
is correct.
But you exclaim again, "Why should I bring a specimen of
the rock from my lan d? Just take a brick from th e building
next door and assay it and tell me if there is gold on my land ."
You would be lucky if you did not get thrown out ot the man' s
office. Now, why should we try to assay som ething external
to the Bible to prove its inspir a tion?
No , friends, we mus t
examine the Bible itself to prove its inspiration.
It offers in contestable evidence tbat it is the Word of God. Another im ·
portan t phase in the study of the Bible's in sp iration is the
extent of th at inspiration.
Did God inspire the thoughts of
the Bible writers or did He give them the very words they
uttered?
From many pasages of scripture it is clear that God
inspired the words used. David said, "The spirit of the Lord
spake by me and his word was in my tongue" (2 Sam. 23: 2) .
The Lord said to Jeremiah, "Whatsoever
I command thee thou
shalt speak . . . Behold I have put my words in thy mouth"
(Jer. 1:7, ). Jeho va h said to Ezekiel, "Thou shalt speak my
words unto them" (Ezek. 2:7) . Matthew said, "All this was
done that it mi ght be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord
through the prophet" (Matt. 1 : 22). Paul said, "Which thing s
alse we speak, not in words which man's wisdom teacheth, but
which the Spirit teacheth"
(1 Cor. 2:13).
In the book of
Galatians the Apostle Paul speaks of God's promise to bless all
nations through Abraham and his seed. Paul urged that thi s
seed was Chri st and used as proof of his argument a single
alphabetical
letter!
Notice what he says. "Now to Abraham
were the promises spoken, and to his seed . He saith not, And
to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy see d , which is
Christ."
Paul apparently
believed in an accurate and precise
m etho d of inspiration.
He said God promised Abraham a seea ,
not seeds.
This is proof the Bible was inspired in sense and
sentence.
God gave the writers the very words they used in
the original and autographed
copies of the scriptures.
It is a lso inter e sting and profitable
to learn the answer
to another import ant question . How much scripture did God
inspire the Bible writ e rs to give- u s? Did th ey write what was
mieded in the first century, an d leave much that would be revealed in later centuries?
"\\'hen Jesus promised to guide th e
apostles by giving them the Holy Spirit He said, "Ho wbeit
when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you int o
all truth" (Jno. 16:13).
The Lord kept His promise and He
guid ed the apostles that they mi gh t give us His complete will.
Jude said the faith was "onc e for all delivered to the saints"
(Jude 3). God inspired all New Test ament scriptures
in the
first century!
Paul said the word of God is "Profitab le for
doctrine, for reproof, for correctio n, for in structio n in righteous ness, that the man of God may be perfect, perfected unto all
good works" (2 Tim. 3: 16, 17).
The scriptures
of the first
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century furnished or equipped a man completely . It takes a
perfect guide to perfect a man. The scriptures are a perfect
guide . for all time .
The all-sufficiency of the New Testament scripture is seen
in what it did for men like Paul, Peter, James, Jude and John.
These men were spiritual giants and they had no more scrip·
ture than we have today.
The Apostle Peter said in the first
century that God's "divine power hath given unto us all thingi,
that pertain unto life and godlines s " (2 Pet. 1: 3).
We can determine whether God inspired enough scripture
for all time by a few simple questions.
Is there enough scripture to clearly set forth the Lord's plan of salv a tion?
In the
Great Commission Christ inst r uct ed the a postles to teach that
m en must hear God's word, believe in Jesus as God's Son,
r e pent of their sins, confess their faith in the Lord , and be
buri ed with Him by baptism, and be raised with Him to walk
in newness of life. From the Book of Acts we learn that many
thousands obeyed these commands of a loving Lord . And by
so doing they were saved. If the lost today take the se steps
will the Lord save them?
Is the New Testament
scripture all we need to guide u s
in worship?
When the ear ly disciples assembled on the first
dav of the week to worship they sang a nd made m elody in
th~ir hearts to the Lord; they prayed earnestly;
they gave as
God had prospered them; they continued steadfastly
in the
apostles' doctrine, and they communed with Christ in the Lord:s
Supper.
What more do we need now to make our worship
accep table
Did God inspire enough scripture
to direct our steps as
Christians?
Th e greatest
people of any age are men and
women w ho fait hfull y follow th e teaching of Christ.
We hav e
see n men changed by its transforming
power from drunkards ,
cheats, gamblers, liars, thieves and libertines into respectable
a nd peaceful citizens . vVe have see n men with raging te~p~rs
los e the hum a n nature and become partakers
of the divme
nature.
We have seen broken homes mended, the he arts of
good womn h ea led by the change the gospel wrought in their
husbands
little children clothed and loved, a nd whole communi ties 'cleansed from vices too indecent to mention.
The insp ir ed word of God has the same transforming
power today it
possess ed nineteen cen turi es ago. Some sc~olars m a)'. qu~te
Pl ato, but the hearts of millions quote the Bible at their daily
toil and draw strength from it s inspiration. No man can name
one' ;piritual truth the Christian needs that he cannot find in
·
the Testament
of Christ.
W e plead with you to believe the Bible. It b ears every
mark of being divine in origin. It con t ains the secret of happy
Jiving. rt conta ins the key to heaven.
It promises to you the
crown of glor y if yo u obey the Saviour's will. You can go to
he a ven without health, without riches, without worldy honors,

r
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without learning, without friends: but you can never go there
He was HimseU forsaken
that none of His
without · Christ.
children might ever need to utter His cry of loneliness.
When
Jesus knew that it was not possible for the cup of death to
pass ,from Him, with love for God He held it fast, and with
love for man He drank it all, Through His death He brought
life and immortality
to light through the gospel.
Jesus asks you to believe in Him, repent of the sins that
will destroy you, and be immersed into Him.
Can you rest
another moment without obeying Him?

How the Bible
Was Preserved
By James

D. WIiieford

November

8, 1953

We are living in a day when men ask "Can we be sure we
have the same Bible as the Christians
of the first century?"
This question is in order for every believer in the Bible should
know when it was written and how it has been handed down
through the ages. The Bible has nothing to fear from honest
research, and critical analysis.
It is its own best defense.
As we trace the Bible through the ages, we should remem ber that God has promised to preserve it. Isaiah said, "The
grass withereth,
the flower fadeth; but the Word of our God
shall stand forever"
(Isa. 40: 8).
Christ said, "Heaven and
earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away"
(Matt . 24: 35). Peter said, "But the word of the Lord enduretb
forever"
(1 Pet. 1:25).
The believer in the Bible has faith
that God will k eep His promises, and that He will not allow
His Wo r d to be lo st .
In tracing the Bible from the first century to our day we
can trav el three roads, all of which lead to the very Bible we
have in our homes at this moment.
The first road we shall
tra ve l is that of the Bible versions.
As soon as Christianity
spread beyond the borders of Palestine
it was necessary
that
th e New T es tament be translated
into the language
of the
people.
The first country into which Christianity
spread was
Syri a, and so the word of Christ was translated
into the Syrian
language.
This version was called the Syriac.
Christianity
next spread into Italy and Africa where Latin was spoken and
so the Old Latin Version came into existence.
Sir Frederick
Kenyon says the Old Latin Version "takes us back to within
a ge n era tion or two of the time at which the sacred books
were themselves
composed" (Our Bible and the Ancient Manuscripts, Kenyon, p. 171). Scholars say that "both the Old Syriac
and the Old Latin versions are very ancient, and their common
ori gin must go b ack a lm ost to primitive times" (Handbook to
the Textual
Criticism
of the New Testament,
Sir Frederick
Kenyon, p. 340), {also Britannica
Encyl., Vol. III, p. 514). Early
in the second century the Coptic Version of the Bible :;i,ppeared
for the pe ople of Egypt (Arch. & Bible, p. 582). In 385 Jerome
revised the Old Latin and brought it up to date in the Latin
Vulgate.
For the next thousand
years not much translating
of the Bible was done. But in 1382 John Wycliffe of England
gave us the first English Bible, and in 1525 William Tyndale
gave to th e world the first printed Bible in English.
Tyndale
was oppose d in his efforts to give the Bible to the people in
thei r own language and in October 1536, he was burned at
the stake, crying with a fervent, great, and a loud voice, "Lord,
open the King of England's eyes" (Our Bible and the Ancient
p. 217). Just seventy-nine
years after this the
Manuscripts,
Lord opened the eyes of the king of England and in 1604 King
Page 9
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James authorized forty-eight of England's greatest scholars to
give us th e Authorized Version of the Bible. The Bible has
now been translated
into so many languages it has become
known as the "Book of a Thousand Tongues ." This brief account of the Bible's history will suffice to s how us how God
preserved it through the different versions.
The next road we shall trav e l as we trace the Bible is the
early writings of the first three centuries.
Both the friends
and enemies of Christianity
quoted liberally from the writings
of the apostles , and it is sa id that almost the entire New Testam sn t could be reproduc ed from the writings of the first two
centur ies . Sc holars say that writers of the second century
"quote the New Test amen t Scriptures,
not tacitly or in paraphra se , but fully and explicitly" (Textual Criticism
of the New
Testam ent, Kenyon, p. 249) . In the work of Origen alone we
have 17,922 quotations
from the New Testament.
From the
writings of Justin Martyr, Irenaeus and Clement of Alexandria
we have 4,626 New Testament quotations.
All these men were
friends of Christianity,
but the writings of its enemies also
prove that we have the same Bible today that existed in the
first two ce nturi es . In fighting Christianity,
these men quoted
many passages from the Bible ; and we hav e the ir writings.
These men have become t he unwilling witnesses to the fact
th a t our Bibl e is a uth entic . Our evi dence for the text of the
New T e stament books is greater than for any other anc ient
book (The Story of the Bible , by Sir Frederick Kenyon, p. 33).
The third road we shall travel in following the Bible's hisSo far as we know,
tory is that of the ancient manuscripts.
non e of the original manuscripts
exist. One reason we do not
have the originai books is du e to the kind of writing material
in us e at that tim e. The material was papyrus, a nd it was
made from the pith of a water plant which grew in Egypt .
Papyrus was not ve ry durable.
It be came brittle with age or
rotted with dampn es s and soon wore out; ex cep t in E gyp t ,
wher e the dry clim ate pre serv ed it. The original books of th e
New Testament
may have been lost through the wearing out
of the mat eria l on which they were written.
It is also very probable that many of these books were
destroyed by persecution.
Scholars say that during persecutions of the first two ce nturies , the sacred writings themselves
wer e condemne d to be destroyed;
and in such cases the official
copi es preserved by the churches would be the most likely to
suffer, while th e pr ivate copies would escape more easily"
( Handbook

to

the

Textu al

Criticism

of

the

New

Testament,

Ke nyon. p. 36).
Even though we do not have the autographed
copies of the
New Testam ent books we need not fear.
The Christians
of
that age knew that the apostles were speaking to them the
Word of God, and that they should receive the message as God's
word and preser v e it for all time to come . Before the coming
of Christ there had been developed an order of men among
the Jews ca lled the "Scribes ." It was their task to copy the
books of the Old Testament.
In this work they exercised the
greatest poss ible ca re , coun ting , not only the words but every
Jetter.
It is said that if only one incorrect letter were dis-
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covered the whole copy was rejected!
(All About the Bible, by
Collett, p. 15 ) . Ma ny of the se men became Christians an d they
continued their work, copying th e New Testament
books as
th ey wer e w r it ~en.
Some people imagine that we mµst go hundreds of years
from the fi r st centur y to find any manuscript
copies of the
New Testament books. This is not true. We now have manuscri :1ts of the Bible books which may have been copied by
men . whose grandparents
heard the apostles
pr each!
Perhaps they beheld the original writings.
In Bible lands archeologists
are digging up evidence which
proves that we have the Bible as God gave it. T ext u al critics
of the Bibl e now admit that we have a fragment of the New
Testament
which goes back to the first half of the second
century (Our Bib le and the Ancient Manuscripts,
p. 101) . Every
discovery of archeology ha s tend ed to put back the dates of
the New Te stament books to the very time when Christians
have from the beginning believed th em to be written. Scholars
say "the disco very of Greek papyri in Egypt hav e materially
reduced the gap between th e earlie st extant manu scripts of the
N~·,v T e sta m 2n t a nd . . . the date a t which the original books
were wr it ten . They have establishe d, with a we a lth of eviden ce which no other work of a ncient liter a ture can ev en apr,ro a ch, the substantial
a uthenticity
and int egrit y of the text
of th e Bibl e a s we now poss e s it" (Our Bible and the Ancient
While Jesus was with His
Manu scrip t s, K E'nyon, p. 245.)
disciples He commented
on the fact some people · we re acclaiming Him as the Chri st and He said to the di sc iples "if
these should hold their peace , the stones would cry out"
(Lk. 19:40) . Friends, that is what is happening
today as
a r ch eolo gy un ear th s testimo n y which proves that the Bible
ba s b ee n pr es er ved from the very firs t century.
For yea rs the
dest r u ct ive critics cont end e d th'lt the four gospe ls of Christ
could n ot ha ve be en writt en in the first century . But in rece nt
years a work was discov er e d which forever refutes their arg ument. Less than seventy-five y ears after the last book of the
New T estament was written a scholar by the n a me of Tatian
wrote a book called "A Harmony of the Gospels."
This work
has been found and scho lars sa y it "p rovides us w ith a text
which must go ba ck to Gr e ek MSS . of at least the middle of
th e sec ond century, and possibly much earlier" ( Handbook to
the Textua l Criticism
of the New T estament , Kenyon , p. 150).
Beginni ng in the fourth ce ntury most writing wa s done on
vellum whi ch was pr epa r e d from th e skin of anima ls . It is t o
this period that we are ind ebted for the most complete manuscripts we have of the entire Bible . In 311 the Emperor Constantine ord er ed fifty copies of the Bible for use in the churche s. The s e Bibl e s wer e written on vellum and we have in all
probability two of these manuscripts . One is called the Sinaiticus b e caus e it was found near Mt. Sinai. In 1844 the famed
Germ an s cholar Tischendorf found this manuscript
in a monas tery of t he Greek Church and it was later presented to T sa r
Alexa nd er II of Russia.
It r e mained at P etersburg
until th e
Communists took over that unh appy coun try. Th e Commu nist s
de st roy ed chu rc h es , murdered
church leaders, outlawed
re-
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ligi on, and forbade people to read the Bible . "It is almost unbelievable_ that they ~id not de stroy our most complete and
co py of the entire New Testament
most ancient manuscript
?ut in the ove r rul!ng providence of God they did not destroy
it. They offered 1t for sale and Great Britain bought it for
$500,000. It is now in the British Museum and is available for
all schlars of the world.
From the versions,
manuscripts
and early writings
we
learn s everal lessons.
F ir st, we lear n that the Bible has been
pres erved fo_r all gene r atio n s. Sir Frederick
Kenyon of Eng l~nd, an emment textual critic of the Bible says, "The Christian can tak e the whole Bible in his hand and say without
fear or hesitation tnat he holds in it the true Word of God
ha~ded down without esse ntial loss from generation
to gene'.
rat10n throughout
the centuries"
(Our Bible and the Ancient
Manuscripts, Kenyon, p. 23).
Second, we lear n that the Bible has bee n co rrectly transla te d. W he n God gave u s the Bible He had it written in
Hebrew and Greek.
The Hebrew of the Old Testament
and
the Koine Greek of the New Testament soon thereafter became
dead lang u ag es . This is evide n ce of God's providential
protection of His word. If the Bible had been written in languages
that have constantly changed throu gh the centuries the original
meaning might b e lo st, but the message of God was spoken in
the s ~ ancient la nguages that soon died; thereby, embalming
the meaning.
We can know whether the Bible has been correctly translated
by checking the versions, manuscripts
and
ear ly writings against one another . To illustrate:
In 1611,
wh en the King James Version of the Bible was translated,
the
schola r s had the ve rsio ns , manuscripts,
and ear ly writings before them . From the Hebrew and Greek they translated
the
Bib le into English.
"But," someone asks, "was it correctly
translated?"
W ell, let's se e . After this translation
was given
to the wor ld , the three oldest and most complete manuscripts
we have were discovered or made ava ilable to scholars . They
checked these maunscripts
and the text was substantially
the
same as a ll other manuscripts.
The three sources of information on the Bible serve as a three-way check on the original
text.
Third, w e learn from the vers ions ; mauscripts
and early
writings that the Bibl e is not filled with thousands of errors
as is sometimes
charged.
There are many minor variations
b etween versions but scholars say these are "questions of detail, not of ess enti al substance"
(The Story of the Bible, Kenyon, p. 136). Prof. Hort of the University of Cambridge says
that "The amo unt of what can in any sense be called substantial variation . . . can hardly form more than a thousandth
part of the entire text" (Quoted in Handbook to the Textual
Criticism of the New Testament,
by Kenyon, p. 6). Scholars
say "it cannot be too strongly asserted that in substance the
text of the Bible is certain" (Our Bible and the Ancient Manuscripts , Kenyon, p. 23).
Fourth, we know that no one religious group gave us the
Bible . This is evident from a casual glance at the evidence .
We have in the libraries of the world all the thousands
of
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quota tions from scho la rs during the first three cent uries . We
dozens of other versions of the Bible . These versions never
have the Old Latin. the Sy1·ica. tlrn Coptic, the Gothic and
belonged to any one ch urch . The greatest
manus crip ts we
have - the Sinaitic , Vatican. and Alexandrian-never
belonged
to any one church.
The Sinaitic, a nd Alexandrian Manuscripts
a.re in the British Museum in London.
They belonged to the
church in the East. The Vatican manuscript is in the Vatican
library.
"The New Te sta ment was not produced as a single
work issued by an a uthoritative
Church for the instru ction of
its members" (The Story of the Bible, Sir Frederick
Kenyon ,
p. 133).
Fifth, we know from the evide n ce a t hand that we have
a ll the books which belong in the Bible.
Other books are
sometimes mentioned by the Bible writers but these do not be lon g in th e canon of Scr ipture . Paul quoted Greek and Cretan
poets, but this is no indication that their work belongs in the
Bible. The same is true of books mentioned by Bible writers.
Th e Lord promised to preserve His word and He ha s kept
that promise.
Men have failed in their effrts to d es troy the
Bible. In 1793 the French legislated God out of existence, but
in 1794 they had to recall Him. Thom as Paine said his book.
The Age of Reason, would destroy the Bible and Christianity.
Voltaire the French skeptic said, "In Jess than a hundr ed years
th
BiblP will be discard Pd and Christianity
swept from the
earth."
In 1885 Robert Ingersoll prophesied
that in tw enty rive yea.rs no more churches would be built.
But the Bible
lives!
"It rises like a phoenix from the fire, with an air of
mingled pity and disd a in for its foes, as much unharmed by
their puny attacks as were Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
by Nebuchad11ezzar's
furnace"
(Collett, All About the Bible,
p. 61, 62). The Bible is like the Irishman's
fence.
When he
built it thr ee feet high and four feet wide, someone asked why
he built it wider th a n its height.
He replied, "I built it that
way, so that if a storm should come and blow it over, it will
be hi gher afterwards
than it was before."
When the enemies
of the Bible push it over, it rises higher than it was before.
It ca nnot be destroyed .
Since we know that the original word of God has been
preserved, we should make haste to obey it. In closing the
Bible, the Apostle John reminds us that the small and great
sha ll stand before God and that we shall all be judged by the
written Word of God (Rev. 20:12).
In that great day the
Judge of a ll the earth will compare the record of our life with
the Book of God. How they compare is up to us. In the
Testament
of Christ we are commanded
to believe in the
Lord, repent of our wickedness and be immersed for the forgivenness of our sins (Mk. 16 : 16; Acts 2:38).
When we do
these things the Lord adds us to His Church, and from this
point to the hour of our death we should be "stedfast,
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord" (1 Cor.
15:58).
If we obey the Lord and live as faithful Christians, we
can look forward to that Great Day when He will judge us by
His Book-the
Book He will preserve
until
time shall
be no more .
0
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WhyNot a Supplement
To TheBi/Jle?
By James

D. Willeford

November

15, 1953

A few we 1.o
ks ago a friend of mine said, "I used to work
Among other duti es I hP.lped prepare bills coverfor a railroad.
ing the s hipment of freight .. Every tariff book would have from
~me to half a dozen supplements.
One was always wondering
1f he had all the supplem ents to a partkular
tariff.
There were
a ls o supp lem ents to th e t ab le of expr ess rates and to th e telegraph company's tariff book. N early ev ery set of instructions
by any company is soon obsolete and replaced by a new set,
or supplements must be issued to the original instructions.
As
I contemplated
this situation one day, the question came to
mind, 'Why not a supplement for the Bible?' "
The question asked by this railroad man is also asked by
a number of peopl e throughout
the land today.
The question
is understandable
bec ause all m a n-mad e things change.
Last
year's telephone dir ect ory is out of dat e. Our school texts of
ten years ago have to be replaced or supplemented
as new
knowledge is gained.
Scientific theories are being revised or
discarded
and new theories take their phtce. We are in a
constant whirl trying to keep pace with the ever-changing conditions about us. In view of this situation we can understand
why men who are not acquainted
with God's word may ask,
"Why not a supplement for the Bible?"
Though we admit th at ma n-made things change because
of their imp erfections , we deny that the Bible needs any supplement.
It was not man-made and it does not have humanity's
imperfections
stamped upon it. It is perfect; hence complete.
It contains the complete will of God to man. All that God wants
us to know about righteousness,
He has revealed in the Bible.
Christ selected the apostles through whom to reveal His
will and to have it written in the New Testament . He said
to th e m, "I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now . Howbeit when h e, the Spirit of Truth
is come . he will guide you into all truth" (John 16 : 12, 13) '.
Did the Holy Spirit guide the apostles into all truth?
Jesus
s1:1-idHe woul~ . Did he? If Jesus spoke the truth, verily he
did. That bemg the case, the will of God was completely revealed to men in the days of the apostles, the inspired ambassadors of the Lord Jesus Christ . James recognized that the
Lord kept Hi s promise to reveal all truth to the apostles, and
he calls the gospel they preached "the perfect law of liberty."
The word translat ed "perfect"
means "brought
to its end
finished; wanting nothing necessary to completeness."
Thaye;
give s James 1: 25 as a reference following these definitions.
Page
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Slnce Christ said the Holy Spirit "'ould guide the apostles
lnto all truth, we can say confidently that all spiritual truth
was r(:lvea led in the first century for there have been no true
ap ostles since that time . To be an apostle · of Christ one had
to be a witness or the res urrect ed Lord (Acts 1: 22). When
.Jesus selected Saul to become an apostle, He said to · hini,
"I have appeared unto thee . . . to make thee a minister and
a witness" (Acts 26:16).
An apo s tle had to be a witness , and witnesses do not have
successors . To iilustrate:
Suppose you see an a ccident and
you are call ed into · court to testify as a witness, but before you
are called you die?
Do you suppose any judge in the land
would per mit a friend of yours to give your testimony on the
gro unds that he was your succes s or? No, be ca use witnesses
cannot have successors.
The apostles of Christ were witness ·es
of the Lord, andit was to these men that the Hol y Spirit gave
"all truth ." This is why Paul could say, "I declared unto you
all the counsel of God" (Acts ~O: 27).
That all the t ruth was deliv ere d to the apostles is further
verifi ed by Jud e who said , "Belo ved, while I was giving all
dili ge n ce to wri t e unto you of our common salvation, I was
con straine d to write unto you exhorti ng you to conte nd earnestly for the faith which was once for all deliver ed unto the saints"
(.Jude 3). This inspir ed writer was pleading for that which
bad already been revealed and which was then in common
possession of all saints.
He de clared that the faith had been
delivered once for all. It was deli vered one · time for all time.
This is an indictment of those who come to us with new revelations or visions or dreams . The Lord did not intend that His
will should be mad e in inst a llments, or supplements
as the
c8nturies roll by . H e deli ve r ed the faith once for all and it
was complete when He gave it.
In reading the New Testament we learn that the faith and
the gospel are the same thing. In the first chapter of Galatians
Paul said , "l preached the gospel," and in speaking of this
work he said, "I preached the faith" (Gal. 1:11, 23). The gospel was deliYere d in th e first ce ntury once and for all , and at
that time it was the power of God unto salvation (Rom . 1:16) .
In referring to this gospel Paul sa id : "For therein is the righteo u sness of God reve aled." Sin ce the first century the perfect
will of God has b ee n reveal e d through His perfect law of liberty .
We have further proof that the Bible is all-sufficient in an
inspired statement of the Apostle Paul. He said, "Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable for teaching, for r(:lproof,
fo r rorrection,
for instruction
which is in righteousness;
that
the man of God may be complete, furnished completely unto
e,:ery good wor k" (II Tim. 3 : 16, 17) . Paui said the scripture
is profitable for four things.
Note how comprehensive
they
are: (1) for doctrine a nd teaching;
(2) for reproof;
(3) for
corr ecti on ; (4) for Instruction
in righteousness.
You cannot
imagin e a ny con dition or need of mankind but that one or the
other of thes e statements
will meet it. The Bible will com-
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pletely furnish a man unto every good work. Abraham Lincoln
truly said, "All the good from the Savior of the world is communicated through this Book; but for this Book we could not
know right from wrong . All the things desirable to man are
contained in it" (3000 Illustrations
for Christian
Service, by
Walter B. Knight, p. 57).
A Bible scholar has said, "The more the Scriptures
are
studied, the more one is convinced that they are self-contained
and absolutely complete-revealing
a perfect plan throughout
and having neither superfluity nor lack" (All About the Bible,
by Sidney Collett, p. 51).
I think that we will all agree the best way to show whether
the Bible is sufficient or not is to put it to various tests.
If
it meets the requirements
of these tests it is sufficient;
if it
does not, it is insufficient.
To begin with, is the Bible a sufficient guide as to how to
become a Christian-to
be saved from past sins?
Before we
find the an swer, let us put forth a few simple questions.
If
you wanted to know what to do to become a ·member of the
Lion's Club where would you go to find the answer?
Or if
you wished to know the procedure to follow in applying for a
patent for some new invention, where would you go? Naturally,
you would go to the rules regulating these things.
The Bible
is the only book that tells the only God-approved way of' how
the first Christians were made. It is the only book that tells
the God-appro ve d way for making Christians for all time. What
did the first who became Christians do in becoming such? In
the second chapter of Acts we have the fulfillment of _many
promises made by God. All of these might be summed up in
one-the
opening of the Kingdom of God among men. On hearing the words that Peter spoke as the Spirit gave him utterance,
the Israelites were convinced that the Jesus whom they had
crucified was now the ascended Lord of Glory. Desiring the
forgiveness
of their sins, they implored the mercy of God,
saying unto Peter and the rest of the apostles,
"men and
brethren,
what shall we do? Peter, being guided into "all
truth" answered, "Repent, and be baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghrost" (Acts 2:38). A vast
company of three thousand
gladly received the word, were
baptized, and were add ed by the Lord to the church when they
were saved, verses 41-47. We know these people were saved
for the Lord says they were.
People can become Christians
today by doing the same things that these Jews did. The Bible
is sufficient in telling us what to do to become Christians.
We become Christians by doing just what ft says. Any substitute for or change of the Lords plan is but to question the
sufficiency of His word.
Having become a Christian according to the Lord's plan,
we will want to know that we are worshipping him correctly.
Let us seP. if the Bible can sufficiently inform us as to the worship that God will accept. We are to look for the worship that

will please God. God is the on e. we want to adore and we want
our wor~hip to be what he has commanded, knowing that it will
ple ase Him . Jesu s :;:aid to those of us who want to be true worship ers of God that we "must worship him in Spirit and in
tru _th ." (John 4: 24.) Worship "in spirit"--in sincerity, and "in
truth " ·· as the truth or word of God directs. Following this
prin ciple, let us notice what th e apostles and the early Christians did as worship . Their wor s hip was pleasing to God and
will be an all-sufficient guide for us to follow for Christ said
the Spirit would guide them int o "all truth."
All who are genuinely

converted to the Lord know the need
with Him by prayer. Therefore we are
told to "pray without ceasing;" the Jerusalem Christians "continued stedfastly
in . . . prayer." Then we can be sure that
prayer to God in the name of Christ will be acceptable.
: The early Christians
were thankful that they were liberated from the bondage of sin, and they wanted to help in
carrying the gospel to others.
When the Lord gave them
instructions
about giving of their means to his work, they were
r_eady to obey. Through the apostles, the Lord said, "Upon the
first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as
God hath prospered him." (I Cor. 16:2.) From the divine instructions given in the New Testament we learn that Christians
should give as they are prospered, and this should be done upon the Lord's day when they assemble to worship. When we
follow the Lord's word the church will have sufficient funds
to carry on its work, and our giving will be an acceptable act
of worship to God.
In reading the will of Christ we learn that early Christians
praised God through singing. This they did because the Lord
said. "Speaking to yourselves in psalms, and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the
Lord" (Eph. 5:19).
When we come into the Lord's house to
praise Him we should "offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.
(Heb. 13:15.) We are prompted by faith when we offer to God
vocal music for this is the kind he directs us to offer Him.
The Bible is sufficient then , to direct us in this part of our
worship.
But let us see if the Bible is sufficient to direct us in partaking of the Lord's supper. Paul said, "the Lord Jesus the same
night in which he was betrayed took bread: And when he had
given thanks , he brake it, and said, Take , eat: this is my body,
which is broken for you; this do in remembrance of me. After the
samt; manner also he took the cup, when he supped, saying, This
cup 1s the new testament in my blood; this do ye as oft as ye
drink it, in remembrance
of me." (I Cor. U:23-25.') The Son of
God instructs us to partake of the Lord's supper in his memory,
and Luke tells us when this was done. He said "And upon the
first day of the week, when the disciples ca'me together to
break bread, Paul preached unto them." (Acts 20:7.) The Bible
is sufficient to guide us in partaking of the Lord's supper.
In studying the question of acceptable
worship we learn
that the early Christians "continued stedfastly in the apostles
doctrine." (Acts 2:42.) This statement is significant for ft dem- fo 1· const an t com m union
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on , trat es th at they knew the apostles were guided into "all
t ruth. " Wh en they ca me to wors h ip upon the first d~y of the
wee k th ey list ened to , a nd studied the apostl es' tea chmg . That
was suffi cien t th en, a nd it is suffi cient tod ay. Let us rem ember
t hat we h ave the apostles' do ctrine in the Bibl e.
Bu t let us put th e Bible to another test. Is it .sufficent to
guide us in Chri sti an livin g ? The a postle ~eter s~id that God
"h ath giYcn unto us all things th a t pertam to hfe and godlin es s, throu g h the knowledge of him that hath calle~ us to
glory a nd virtu e." (2 Pet . 1: 3.) Since th~ Lor<:1,has giyen ~s
ev er ?t hing th at pert a in s to life and godlm ess m the. Bible, it
n ee d s n o suppl em ent! It is a s up-to-d ate as the mornmg newspaper , beca use it esta bli shes bro a d principl es of cond.uct . ~ or
exa mple , it do es not in so man y word s cond e1!1-nshootm g di ce ,
but it establishes
the principle against gambhng, whether the
ga mblin g is done by delinquent boys in the alley or in the finest
h ouse in town with dice or cards , or at a race track controlled
by a movie star. The Bible does not specifically command obse rvan ce of t raffic laws, but. it . does teach, "LAt. every person
be subj ec t to the governin g authorities."
(Rom . 13 : 1.)
Th e changing pa tt ern s of life fall into place with t:ii,e princip les ta ug ht in th e Bibl e. Jesus said, "w~ a t~ver ye wish that
m en would un to you , do so to th em ; for t hi s is the la.w and . th e
proph ets. " (Matt. 7: 12.) Again, "For th e whole law 1s fulfllled
in one word 'you shall love your neighbor as yourself.' " (Gal.
5 : 14.) Th es e' prin ciples fit into any social order in any century
and any country.
But let us test the all-sufficiency of the Bible in another
r es pec t . Is it . sufficient in time of tribulation and cal~mity?
On ce a Sulton of Turkey ba de his Grand Vizier to compile the
b riefes t possible hi story of th e human race. Th e Vizier'~ hi ~~ory
hi st or y re ad, "Th ey we re born ; they s~ffer ed ; they di ed .. In
th e Old T es t a ment Job sa id, "Man that 1s bor n of woman . 1s of
few days, and full of trouble." (Job 14: 1.) But in the midst of
our troubl es David reassures the righteous man when he says,
" God is our 'refuge and strenth , a very present help in trouble.
Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed and
though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea ."
(Psa . 46 :1-2 .) In the New Testam ent Paul saJd, "But I wo~ld not
h ave yo u to be ignorant, bre thr en, con ce rnmg th em which are
as lee p, th at y e so rrow not, eve n as oth er s which have no hope.
F or if ye believe th at J es us di ed a nd ro se aga in, even so th em
also whi ch sleep in J es us shall God brin g with him . . . Wherefore
comfort one another with these words ." (I Thess. 4:13 ,14,,18.)
The Bible is sufficient to meet every problem of life, and
we mi ght wdl say with Sir Walter Scott of this Book,
"Within this awful volume lies
The myst er y of m ysteries:
H a ppie st he of hum an r a ce
To whom God has given gr ace.
To r ea d, t o fe ar, to hop e, to pr ay,
Who r ea ds to doubt, or rea d s to scorn .''
To lift the latch, and learn the way;
And better had he ne 'er been born
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"At the coun cil of Tr ent, Bishop Nachianti, .. . maintained
that Scriptur e wa s the only final authority, because in the Gospel ev erythin g was written which wa s necessary to salvation;
but he was enormously out voted, and it was decided that 'unwritten tr adition s were to be ac cept ed with the same veneration
as the Holy Scr iptures ," (F . w . Far ra r Quoting Ranke, I, p. 203).
This serves to introduce our les son on the Authority of the
Bibl e by ex hibitin g the two mo st important views that have been
h eld on this subj ec t . On e vi ew is that the Scriptures
alone
fu rn ish people co m plet ely in that whi ch is necessary to sal vation
and th at we can re sort to it as the final authority in religion.
The other view is that the Scriptures of God are not sufficient
as a guide and therefore must be supplemented
by traditions.
Now the qu estion before us is, whi ch view is the truth?
In searching for the an swer to our question we find that
God 's peopl e und er the law recog nized the inspired books of
the Old T es tam ent. as auth or ity . Isa iah said, " To the law and to
th e t es tim ony: if the y sp ea k not a cc ording to this word , it is
bec aus e ther e is no light. in t.hem." (Isa . 8:20.) Through the
proph et , God made it. clear t.ha t. His written word was to be
r ec ognized as authorit y in relig ious matters.
Christ Himself
r ec ogniz ed th e authority of the Old Testament, and when he
wa s t emp te d of Sat an H e appeal ed to the Scripture. With each
tem ptation Je sus said, "It is written ," and then He quoted from
the Old T es t am ent .
Aft er t he law of Moses wa s given to the children of Israel
th e eld er s built up a coll ec ti on of human tradition, and they
contend ed that th is tradition was as binding upon the people
as the written word of God itself. But Christ and His disciples
ignored this tr adition for they knew it was not the authorita tive will of God . "Then the Pharisees and scribe asked him,
Why walk not th y disciples according to the tradition of the
elders , but eat bread with unwashed hands? He answered and
said un to th em , Well ha th E sai as pr ophesied of you hypocrites,
a s it is writt en , This people honour eth me with their lips, but
th eir h ea rt is far from m e. Howbeit in vain do they worship me,
t eac hin g for doctr ine s th e commandm ents of men. For laying
aside the commandmentof
God , ye hold the tradition of men ."
(Mark 7:5-8) Thus we see that Christ forever repudiated and
rejected man-made tradition as authority in religion.
The word " tradition" is derived from a word wich means
"that which is carried over." Tradition is that which is repeated
or carri ed over from one generation
to another. Peter 6aid
Chri st died to redeem men from the "vain manner of life handed down from your fathers ." (1 Pet. 1 : 18.) Knowing that Christ .
Page 21
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died to redeem men from tradition Paul said, "If ye died with
Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living
in the world, do ye subject yourselves to ordinances?
Handle
not, nor taste, nor touch (all whkh things are to perish with
the using .") (Col. 2:20-22 .) From the New Testament scriptures
we learn that Christ credited the Old Testament books as the
only authority for God's people under the law. He warned the
Pharisees that they were worshiping God in vain when they
followed tradition . (Matt . 1'5: 9.)
When Jesus spoke "the people were astonished
at his
doctrine; For he taught as one having authority , and not as the
scribes." (Matt. 7: 29.) After Christ rose from the dead he said
to his apostles, "All authority
hath been given unto me in
heaven and on earth." (Matt. 28: 18.) There is no question but
that Christ now has all authority in spiritual matters, and we
must submit to His will. Jesus and His teaching are inseparable;
to receive His doctrine is to receive him and to reject His doctr ine is to rej ec t Him .
The Old Te stam ent. was t he standard of authority till the
dea th of Chr ist , and sin ce that. event t he New Testament has
be;cn th e authori ty for t he Lord 's peoplP.. P aul said Christ
"t aketh away the first that he may establish the second" (Heb.
10:9) . The New Test am ent . is the la»t. will and test ament of
Jesus Christ , and in His will the Son of God promises life everla sting to all who will me et the conditions st ated by Him. If
we add to or tak e from thP. N ew Testam ent we r eject the
authority of Christ .
We can be sure that the in spired books of the New Testam ent are th e sole authority today, for Christ instructed His
apostles to teach "all things whatsoever
I have commanded
you" (Matt. 28:20) . If these m en were true to their charge
we have eve rything Christ comm anded, in their writings. Jesus
promised th e apostles that He would send the Holy Spirit to
guide them into all the truth (John 16:13). Tertullian argues
th at if tr adition we r e n ee ded in addition to the Scripture "Thia
would imply either that the apostles did not know the whole
truth , or th at , knowing it, they did not communicate it to those
whom th ey taught"
(Infallibility
of the Church, by Salmon,
p. 150).
Christ made it very plain that the apostles were human
vessels through whom He was delivering
His authoritative
word, when He said to them, "H e that heareth you heareth
me; and he that despiseth
you despiseth
me" (Lk. 10:16).
When we read the writings of the apostles we are reading the
words of Christ.
Paul said, "But I certify you, brethren, that
the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. For I
neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by
the revelation of Jesus Chr ist" (Gal. 1:11 , 12).
The Scriptures explain
steadfastly in the apostles'

why the first Christians
doctrine" (Acts 2 : 42).
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that the apostles were speaking a.nd writing a revelation from
Christ Himself, and so they accepted their message as authority in
We can rest assured that the Bible is our sole authority in
religion for the Scriptures claim that authority for themselves.
In I Peter 4: 11 we read, "If any man speak, let him speak as
t.hP. oracles of God ." Peter said the Scriptures are the oracles
of God, and when any man is speaking in behalf of Christianity
he must speak as the oracles. In 2 John 9 we read, "Whosoever
goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath
not God: he that abideth in the teaching, the same hath both
the Father and the Son." In this passage the Bible testifies
that if we go beyond the teaching of Christ as given by the
apostles, we have not God.
God gave the Bible, and He clothed it with divine authority .
He told the children of Israel to go to the law and the testimony
(Isa. 8:20). Christ said, "Search the scriptures"
(John 5:39).
Jesus said further, "the word that I have spoken, the same
shall judge him in the last day" (John 12:48).
The word of
Christ is now the rule of living and it shall be the rule of
judging . The fact that Christ will use the Bible as the standard by which He judges us is proof that it is now authoritative .
In closing the Bible the Lord taught that we must not add
to His word or take anything from it (Rev. 22: 18, 19). This
one statement is enough to prove forever that the Bible is our
authority.
If it were not authoritative
we could change it .
For the first four centuries Christian scholars recognized
the Bible as the only authority in religion.
Basil said, "Without doubt it is a most manifest fall from faith, and a most
certain sign of pride, to introduce anything that is not written
in th e Scriptures."
Basil said further, "Those who are instructed in the Scriptures ought to test the things that are said by
their t ea ch ers, and to receive what agrees with the Scriptures,
and to reject what disagrees" (The lnfalllblllty
of the Church,
by Salmon, pp. 143, 144) .
Cyprian said, "God testifies that we must do the things
that are written . . . Likewise, the Lord, when He sent His
apostles, commanded them to baptize all nations, and to teach
If, therefore,
it
them to observe whatsoever He commanded.
is commanded,
either in the Gospels, or in the Apostolic
Epistles , or in the Acts, . . . then this is a Divine tradition, and
Jet it be obser ved" (The Infallibility
of the Church, p, 145).
Jerome said, "As we accept those things that are written,
so we reject those things that are not written.
These things
which they invent, as if by Apostolic tradition,
without the
authority of Scripture, the sword of God smites" (Ibid, p. 147).
It is evident from these quotations that if we were to leave the
Scriptures and resort to the early Christian scholars for truth,
these very scholars would send us back to the Scriptures as
the only guide into salvation.
Faithful Christians cannot recog ~.
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nize human authority in religion.
To them, the Bible and the
Bible alone is the source of authority.
Whatever it teaches
they are ready to accept.
Beyond its declarations
they dare
not go .
There are two classes of people in our respected country
who reject the Bible as authority.
The modernists
are one
of the classes.
They say, "Liberalism
is building a religion
that would not be shaken even if the very thought of God were
to pass away" (Curtis Reese , in Unity, Aug. 12, 1920, p. 329;
quoted by John Horsch in Modern Religious Liberalism).
Having r eject ed God, the modernists naturally reject the Bible as
authority.
They hav e enthroned their opinion, and they bow
at its throne.
On th e basis of th ei r opinion they accep t parts of
the Bible and reject what they dislike. One prominent modernist said, "we will have our Christianity in terms of thinking that
honestly belong to us as intelligent moderns, or we will have
none at all" (Sermons, by Paul Foutz, p. 11). "In other words,"
they are sayi ng, "we will hav e none of Christianity unless it is
approved at the bar of hum an judgment."
Mod er nism rejects
the Bible as authority and sub stit ut es in its stead human j,idgmen t and opinion .
In Japan, grower s hav e lear ned how to raise dwarf t -ees .
They simply cut the tap root, and as a result the tree must live
on the small surface roots only. And so, what would otherwise become a great oak or pin e, now becomes a little tree of
twelve or eighteen inches in hei ght . When men reject the
authority of the Bible they hav e cu t the tap root of Christianity.
There ar e r eligiou s peopl e in our country who sincerely
feel that th ey are the friends of Christ, and ye t th ey have give n
more authority to th eir tr a ditions th an they acknowledge for
th e Bible. In explaining their do ctrin e they say, "Ther e are
two sources of divine inspiration, the Bible and our traditions,
and of the two, our traditions are more clear and safe" (Catholic
Belief, by Faa di Bruno, p. 33). The Apostle Paul told Timothy
to "Preach the word," and then he warned th at the "time will
come when they will not endure sound do ctrine; but ...
they
shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned
unt o fabl es " (2 Tim . 4: 2-4) . That prophecy was fulfilled when
m en allowed tradition s to sup erce de the word of God as reli giou s
authority.
A statement of Paul is sometimes quoted to justify hum an
tradition.
The apostle said, "Therefore,
brethren, stand fast,
and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by
word, or our ep istle" ( 2 Thess . 2: 15). The Apostl e Paul is not
re ferring here to human tradition s, but to the di vin e traditions .
Luke said th e ap ostles spoke as the Spirit gave th em utteranc e
(Acts 2:4).
Paul said "th e thing that I write unto you are
the comm and m ent s of the Lor d" (1 Qor. 14 : 37) . Whatev er
t h e apostles taugh t in oral or written form was the truth of
God, for Christ promi sed t ha t · the Hol y Spirit would guid e
them into all the truth (John 116: 13).

It is through the Bible that Christ speaks to men ,' and having spoken, He expects us to listen and to obey His voice. We
dare not turn a . deaf ear for He has all authority in heaven
and on earth (Matt. 28:18}.
Christ said, "Everyone therefore
that heareth these words of mine and doeth them shall be
likened unto a wise man, who buiit his house upon 'the rock :
and the rain descended, and the .floods .came, -and the winds
blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: . for it was
founded upon the rock. And every one that heareth these words
of mine, and doeth them not, shall be lik:eRed unto a foolish
man, who built his house upon the sand: and the rain descend .ed,
and the floods came, and the winds blew, and smote upon . that
house; and it fell: and great was the fall thereof " ( Matt.

7:24-27).

Recently I read the remarkable
history of the Eddystone
Lighthouse off Plymouth, England.
The history says that ''the
first architect, confident that he had erected a oermanent structure, had this inscription chiseled into its side: "Blow, O ye
wind!
Rise, 0 ocean!
Break forth, ye elements. and try my
work!'
The winds and the waves accepted his challenge . Hardly three years after the tower was completed, a terrifying hurricane swept the entire lighthouse into the sea. Years later,
after a second wooden structure was burned away the task of
erecting Eddystone Lighthouse was entrusted " to J~hn Smeaton
a pioneer i~ civil engineering . H~ built squarely on the top of Edel/
stone, ,,laymg the new foundation deep into its rocky depths.
However, ·he also built on faith, and had these words of Scripture engraved on the new lightb""'le:
'Except the Lord build
the house; · they labor in vain that ouUd it.' His lighthouse baa
stood unshaken for more than 185 years" (Believing the . Book,
by Peter H . Eldersveld, p. 11).
Friends , when you obey the gospel of Christ you are
acknowledging his authority, and in so doing you are building .
upon the Rock . Christ said, "He that believeth and is baptized
shall · be condemned''
shall be saved; but he that disbelieveth
(Mark 16:16).
Through His inspired apostles
Jesus said
"Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in' the name of
Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38).
If you accept
the Lord's terms of forgiveness
you are buillding upon the
rock and when the rains fall .:..ad the winds blow your house
will stand. But if you hear the words of Christ and fall to do
them, do not be surprised when the tempests of these turbulent
ttmes swe ep your house into the sea of destruction.
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of proof of the utter falsity of their views." (Brewer·s Sermons,
p. 30,31.) Dr. Thomas Hunt Morgan, of . Columbia University

29, 1953

Evolution . is a scientific theory, and not a demonstrated
law. One professor told his dass that Avolution was as well
established as the law of gravity, and as easily demo11;strated.
Imagine his position when one bright student tossed his handkerchief into the air. and, after it fell, said, "Professor, there
.
.
.
it gravity, let's see evolution."
No one who is informed will array the Bible . agamst
science. It is pseudo-science, not science, that contradicts
the
Bible. That is what the Lord had in mind when he said,
"O Timothy, keep that which is committed to. !hY trust, 8:voiding profane and vain babblings, .and oppositions
~f science
falsely so called." (I Tim. 6:20). There is a false science, and
there are theories of science which are in time disproven and
discarded. This is true to the extent that a ten year ol~ text
in most of the sciences is very much out of date. Theories of
yesterday give way to new theories of today. Every text which
expounds the theories of science shoul~ be label~d ~s a railroad time table: "Subject to change without notice.
,ve h ave heard theory after theory on how the earth came
into being . It ' is interesting
to hear the theories of how the
earth may be destroyed. For a few years the popular ,theory w.as
that atomic energy uses up 4,000,000 tons of the suns material
every second to provide the radiation i~ which we . share and
which gives us heat. This led to the belief that ultimately the
would be exh3:usted, that the
source of the sun :s radiation
earth would have no more light or heat. Nothmg would grow,
temperatures
would drop to that of interstellar
space. and all
life would cease . But now a new theory is held . This. theory
is that the sun in exhausting its supply of hydrogen , .will swell
of its gases wiH turn the
up until the f~bulous temperatures
earth into something less than cinders . ( fhe Nature of the Un!verse by Fred Hoyle.) A writer in True Magazine says, '.'This
is the exact opposite of the previous theory, whereby we. d all
freeze to death." (Man to Man Answers by Robert E. Pmkerton, p. 12.) This illustrates
just how changeabl ,e scientific
.
.
,
guesses may be.
.
An outstanding geologist of Frankfurt, German)'. says, ' The
Bibl e cannot be made to agree with all _the . theories of geol~gy
or of oth er sciences . Wh en we understand the . true meamng
of the H ebrew words and an the scientific data are . in, I believe they wili b e found to agree ." (Russell Artist, in letter to
author.)
·
Some of the preachers of the United States have accepted
the theory of evolution, and they preach it as if it were a
proven fact! One of these men said, "the general idea of evolution is taken for granted as gravitation is." (The Meaning
of Faith, by Harry Emerson Fosdick, pp . 175,176) But let us
see what the scientists say .
Dr . Ethridge, of the British Museum, said: "Nine-tenths of
the t alk of evolutionists is sheer non-sense, not founded on observ a tion and wholly unsupported by fa cts. This museum is full
Page
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said: "Within the period of human history we do not know of
a single instance of the transformation
of one species into another ." (Evolution
and Adaption,
p. 43.) Dr . Robert A. Millikan in an address before th e American Chemical Society, said,
" Th'e pathetic thing is that we have scientists who are trying
to prove evolution, which no scientist can ever prove." (Nashville Banner, via Associated Press, Aug . 7, 1925.) One scientist
s ays, evolutionists "believe in evolution, not for · the facts but
in spite of them." (Dr. Russell Artist, Frankfurt, Germany, in
letter to author .)
Before the theory of evolution became promin ent the prevailing opinion of scientists was that "creatures could be sponBefore
t aneously generated from mud and slime." (Darwin:
and After, by Robt . E . D. Clark.) Many m en even testified
that they had seen flies, fishes and worms being produced in
this remarkable
way. "Haeckel claimed that spontaneous
generation must be true, not because its truth could be confirmed
in the laboratory, but because oth erwise , it would be necessary
t o believe in a Creator." (Darwin:
Before and After, by Robt.
E. D. Clark , p. 15.) Dr. Robt. Clark of England says, "Spontaneous generation
has always appealed to those who se pas:!:
donate desire is to avoid belief in the transcend ental God of
Christianity." This theory lasted for se veral centuri es and it was
"Not until the well-known work of Pasteur that the myth of
spontaneous gener ation was finally exploded." (Darwin:
Before
and

After,

p. 14).

After this th e biologists were left without a thf•ory as to
the origin of life. But not for long! In 1849 Charles Darwin
published his book on "The Origin of Species." His thE:ory was
that a ll livin g matter came from a single cell. Jt w as from this
tin y cell th a t m an develop ed after passin g through va riou s
s t ag eR. It is t hi s th eor y th a t is so widely held tod ay.
When Prof . Sedgwick , th e Cambridge geolo gis t , re ad Darw in's boo k he v entur ed t h e pro phe cy th a t if Dar w in ' s teachings
were ac ce pt ed , humanity "w ould suUer a dam age that might
b n1.talize it." (Darwin:
Before and After, by Robt. E. D. Clark,
p. % .)

Evolution 's fruit is evH and that continually. One of the
fruits of th e doc trine is the destru ction of Christian faith . For
Dar win hi mse lf natur al sele ction was an attempt t o av oid the
arg um ent of li fe from des ign - God s' de sign .
On t he cover of a book publi sh ed by H ough t on Mifflin
Com pany are these tw o state m ents about Da rwin : " H e m a de
hell a laughin g sto ck and h eave n a dream." He "uph eaved the
ve ry fou nd ation s of r eligion and morality." (Darwin, by Gam aliel Bradford.) Huxley said , "The doctrine of Evolution is directly an ta gon istic to that of creation . Evolution, if consist entl y ac ce pt ed . m ak es it imp ssibl e to believe in the Bible."
( Prof. A. S. Ze rbe, The Reformed Church Mes,senger, Apr!. 24,
' 19.) Car l Vog t , an ard ent evolu tio ni st , says , "evolution turns
t h e Orea tor out of doo rs .'' ( Brewer's Sermons, p .. 22) . In ge rsoll
sa id "Darw in h a s give n us th e r ope by wh ich w e will han g
Christianity ." (Evolution , by J a m es E . La dd, p. 6) .
Despite a ll th ese state ments some preac hers Ji)rofess to believe th e Bi ble and E volution. It ca nnot be done. Th e Bibl e af f ir ms dir ect cr ea tion , t hat God cr ea t ed man a s man. It de clares

fl
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that God said, "Let
make man in our image, after our likeness .. . So God created lliil,n is his own image, in .the image of
God created he him; m~le · a!}d female created he . them." (Gen.
1: 26-27). The Bible fu:rther declares, "And the Lord God forme.d man of the dust of the ground, and breathe .d into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living . soul." .(Gen.
2: 7). When God finished he . jironounced that the cre;:ttion was
"Very Good ." The Bible sa:,'s that man was created perfect and
then fell; Evolution says that he never was perfect and has been
constantly rising. The theory of evolution leaves no room for
Christianity . Christianity is a remedial system, and a remedy
presupposes a ruin. If there were no tall, no ruin, then there
is no room for a Redeemer. Then Christ was not the gift of
God's love to save a perishing world! To the evolutionists the
world was not perishing but climbing ever higher and higher.
The theory of evolution contradicts
another basic statement of the Bible, which says, "Let the earth bring forth living
creatures after their kind." ( Gen . 1: 24.) This is said nine times
in the first chapter of Genesis, and nature refuses to violate that
law. There has never been any fact discovered that contradicts
it.
Evolution holds to the doctrine of Naturalism which denies
the existence of God. It denies that "In the beginning God created the heavens and th e earth." (Gen . 1:1). Evolutionists reject
the Bible statement that "Through faith we understand
that
the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things
which are seen were not made of things which do appear."
(Heb. 11: 3). Dr. Rusell Artist of Frankfurt, Germany says, "To
believe that the physica1 world is the · result of mere chance is
to believe in a greater miracle than do Christians who admit
of a Creator/ ' Dr. Artist is a scientist of outstanding
ability
and he says further, "the Christian who is a scientist can give
tilore reason for hfs faith in a Creator than the atheist in his
belief that no such Intelligence exists ." (Statements
from personal letter to author.)
of war. It
Another fruit of Elvolution ii! Its justification
teaches that a constant struggle for survival is going on among
individuals and nations. Strong nations prevail over weak ones
and the stronge~t tertd to be the best. In wars, therefore, the
rtation that wins is the nation that ought td win.
Sir Arthur :t<eith has reminded us that it was Darwin himself
who ta:tight that evolution proceeds through war and strugle betweert isoiated claiis ." (Essays on Evolution; quoted in Darwin,
Before and After, p. 119) . Dr. Robt. Clark of Great Britain
says Darwin "probabiy did as much harm as all the IJrivate
man ufacturers of armaments ever did and, even, provided them
with a phiiosophy to jUstify their ways!' (Darwin: Before and
After, p. 121..) There have been wars all down through history
bttt never until the days of Darwin was it widely supposed that
wars were desirable.
Another fruit of Evolution is its master race psychoiogy .
The effects of evolutionary teaching on the German . mind were
almost unbelie'Vahle . Sir Archibald Geikle said ht 1869, "what
speci ally st ruck rue was the utiiversal sway which the writirtgs
of Darwin now exercise o'Ver the Germa:ti mind.'' (Nature, 1869,
Vol. I, Nov . 4, p. 22.) Adolph Hitler's infnd was cap tivated by
evolutionary teaching-probably
since the time he was a boy.
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Evolutionary ideas lie at the basis of all that is worst In Mein
Kampf-and
in his public speeches. A few quotations will show
how ·Hitler reasoned. In a speech at Nuremberg, in 1933, he
arued that a higher race would always conquer a lower . "Thus
there results the subjection of a number of people under the
will, often of only a few persons, a subjection based simply upon
the right ot the stronger, a right which, as we see It in Nature,
can be regarded as the sole conceivable right , because it is
founded on reason.'' (Quoted in Darwin: Before and After, p.
115). Hitler's hatred of the Jews was rationalized in the same
way. The Germans were the higher race, destined for a glorious
evolutionary future. For this reason it was essential that the
Jews should be segregated, otherwise , mixed marriages woulcl
take place. Were this to happen, all nature's efforts "to estab·
llsh an evolutionary higher stage of being may thus be rendered futile." Mein Kampf.)
Mussolini's attitud e was completely dominated by evolution. In public utterances,
he repeatedly used the Darwinian
catchwords while he mocked at perpetual peace, lest it should
hinder the evolutionary process.
Marxism, in particular, owes much to evolutionary teaching. Karl Marx rea d Darwin's "Origin" in 1860 and wrote: " Darwin's book is very important and serves me as a basis in na tural science for th e struggle in history." The communists saw
In evolution a way of stifli ng their consciences . The new doctrine justified men in strug gling for their rights,-even
though
the struggle in volve d a denial of the Christian virtues. In Russia, it is understood that the government officially sponsors
evolutionary te aching. During the recent war, systematic compulsory lecture s on Darwinism we re given in Polish prison
camps.
Herb ert Spencer, an ardent ev olutionist , saw the struggle
for existen ce in every sphere of life . He said that If men "are
sufficiently comp lete to live, they do live , and it is well they
should live . If they are not sufficiently complete to live, they
die, and it is best they should die." (Social Statics; quoted in
Darwin: Before and After, p. 103.)
One of the fruits of evo lution in our country has been to
justify the strong in taking advantage of the weak. Evolutionary
views were welcomed with open arms by American industrialists . Th e great magnates saw in the abs orption of smaller companies, an illu stration of nature 's Jaw. James Hill , fighting to
get the railways und er his contr ol, op enly proclaimed that "The
fortunes of railroad companies ar e determined by the law of
the survival of the fittest." Andr ew Carnegie was at first deeply troubl ed by the un -Christian ways of big busin ess. Mora lity ,
he believed, was bein g und erm ined. In the end , however , evolutionary propagand a set his mind at rest by enabling him
to see right and wrong in a n ew light . Having once mastered
Herbert Spencer , he felt no further need to concern himself
with th e sins whi ch big business committed against its vanquished comp etitors. (Social Darwinism in American Thought ,
by R. Hofstadl er , p. 31, [quoted in Darwin: Before and After,
p. 107]) .
Evolution , in short , gave th e doer of evil a r eli ef fro m his
eon ,' ir n ce . The mo st uns crupulous behaviour towards a competitor could now be rationalized ; evil could be ca lled good .
Thi s s,iirit has crep t over the American continent.
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One of Evolutionism' l!I worst fruits is Its injury to public
mor al s. If man has a beast for his ancestor, and has inherited
the taint in the blood , why blame him if he transgresses
our
human code and acts like a beast? Clarence Darrow, whose elo ·
quence saved the lives of Leopold and Loeb, murderers of Bobby Fr ank s, ar gued that since these boys had been taught the
philosophy of evolution , and had believed they had evolved to
the pla ce where the laws that bound the conimon herd no longer governed them, they should not be held guilty of a crime
which was the product of their teaching. He spoke of Dicky
Loeb, "I know that one of two things happened to this boy; that
this terrile crime was inherent in his organism and came from
some ancestor, or that it came through his education and training after he was born ." Darrow then spoke of the evolutionary
philosophy which the boy had been taught , based upon the
premise "that the intelligent were beyond good and evil; that
the laws for good and the laws for evil did not apply to anyone
that approached the superman." He then concluded by saying,
"Then who is to blame? The University would be more to
blame than he is . The scholars of the world would be more
to blame than he is. Your Honor, it is hardly fair to hang a
19-year-old boy for the philosophy that was taught him at
the University." (Quoted in Tennessee Evolution Trial, p, 331,
332.)
Dr. Robert Clark says, "The new evolutionary
doctrines
at on ce provided the worst of mankind with an escape from
their one remaining restraint. Darwin had shown how science
could be used as an escape from theology and he showed how
ev ery worker of evil could justify his ways ." Darwin: Before
and After, p . 109.}
In the British Museum can be seen the hideous remains ef
what they call "prehistoric men ." One of these is labeled , "The
Galilee Man," because his bones were picked up in Galllee,
where Jesus lived. They say it's not a very attractive speciman.
Skeletons never are . They speak of death and decay, the ultimate end of earthly life.
There's quite a difference between "The Galllee Man" and
"The Man of Galilee" . The one ls a picture of what man has
become, the victim of death, the slave of sin. The other ls the
Son of God, who takes the place of the slave in order to break
the chains of that slavery . Strange coincidence that they both
lived in Galilee, and both bear that name! But it is not a
coincidence that The Man of Galilee came down from heaven
to deliver The Galilee Man from the bondage of sin. That was
God 's carefully prepared plan for the emancipation
of slaves .
The Lord points out to the slaves of sin that "the wages of
sin is death ," and He wants them to know the truth that they
may be made free. Peter says our souls are purified through
obedience to the truth. (I Pet. 1:22.) To be made free you mus,
believe in the Lord, repent of your sins, and be baptized into
Christ. (Mark 16:16).
After this, Paul says sin shall not have dominion over you.
You can then sing the old hymn:
Out of my bondage, sorrow and night,
Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come;
Into Thy freedom, gladness, and light,
Jesus , I come to thee.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Novembe.r 1953

RECEIPTS :
Paid on Pledge s ....................
Contributions
Transcriptions
Misc.
............. .................... .
Total receipts for Oct . 1953
EXPENDITURES:
Expenses:
Tape recording .................... .... 1,261.38
Publicity
. ............. ... ......... 576.68
St amps
..................................
81.00
Travel
......... .......................... 1,609.02
Wa~es
.................................... 3,803.46
Insurance
..............................
Rent
.. . ........ ..... ........ .... 150.00
Office S1tpplies . .................... 140.02
Printing
... . . ........ ...
2,572.11
Utilities
..................... ...............
18.21
Tel. & Tel. ........ . ......... ... . ... .... 174.26
Misc.
... ..................................
6.00
S. S. Taxes
31.49
Broadcasting
(Including
$6,000.00 T.V. Pilot Film)
Tot al Expenses

$20,662.999
6,546.52
408.50
259.13
$27;877.14

10,422.63
34,515.54
44,938.17

Other Expenditures:
Furn. & Fixtures:
................
7.00
Total expenditures for Nov. 1953
$44,946.17
Expenditures
exceed receipts by
$17,068.03
Any information regarding any item on the above statement
will be furnished on request. Elders. Church of Christ, Box
1858, Abilene, Texas.
Sec. 34.66, P . L. & R.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5th &. HIGHLA,ND
P.O. BOX 1858
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